THE    CITY   GOVERNMENT   OF   MOSCOW
Republican commissariats direct the branches of state
administration entrusted to them through commissariats of
the several republics bearing similar names.1 Thus, the
former group of departments have no counterparts in the
constituent republics, while the latter group are duplicated
in each one of them.2 In addition, every republic in the
Union has commissariats of education, local industry,
communal economy, and social maintenance*3 The Council
of Commissars of a republic consists of the Chairman and
vice-chairman, the commissars for that republic of the ten
unified departments and of the four additional ones just
mentioned, together with the representatives of the seven
Ail-Union Commissariats, the chairman of the state planning
commission and one or two other high officials*
It will be seen that none of the Ail-Union Commissariats
is ordinarily concerned with city government. The only
departments of the U.S.S.R. which are at present even
indirectly concerned with the work of Mossoviet are those
responsible for finance, internal trade, and public health,
and since these are Union-Republican commissariats they
normally transact their business with the corresponding
commissariats of R.S.F.S.R., which is thus the effective
central authority with which Mossoviet is in contact.
There are six principal ministries or departments of the
R.S.F.S.R. whose work relates to local government in Moscow
and elsewhere. These are the commissariats of public health,
education, communal economy, finance, local industry, and
internal trade. In addition, there is Gosplan, the very
mportant state planning commission, whose organs, both
for the whole Soviet Union and for the R.S.F.S.R., are in
frequent contact with the Mossoviet departments.
The degree and character of the central control is neither
uniform nor static in R.S.F.S.R.; and in this respect it
resembles the position in England. It varies from service
to service, from time to time and, perhaps, from place to
place. It is impossible within the confines of this brief
study to give an exhaustive account of its operation. I shall
attempt no more than a brief outline of one or two major
aspects.
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1 ibid.. Articles 76 and 78.                             * Maxwell: op. cit., p, 135.
3 Constitution: Article 83,
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